
The High Seas  Answers  (Alan Morrison) 

 

1)  On 24th May 1941, a famous British warship was sunk by the German 
fleet.  Three days later, the German flagship responsible, was itself sunk by the 
British.  Name the two ships (half pt each).   HMS HOOD, (sunk in the Denmark Straits) 
and  the BISMARCK, (sunk approx 300m West of Brest in France). 
 
2)  Within the space of two days, the French flagship 'Bucentaure' engaged in battle, 
was damaged and captured, then re-taken by its crew but subsequently wrecked in a 
storm.  Which battle was it?     BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR 
 
3)  In June 1667, the Dutch navy succeeded in destroying ships in which river?   
RIVER MEDWAY.  (The Dutch fleet sailed up the Thames to Gravesend, then returned to 
the Medway and sank several ships at anchor off Chatham). 
 
4)  The ships 'La Trinidad' and 'Victoria' were the first to sail through which straits?  
MAGELLAN STRAITS.  (Magellan commanded 'La Trinidad'.  The straits were named after 
him at a later date 
 
5)  In December 1787, a ship sailed from Britain for Tahiti, to collect breadfruit and 
take the cargo to the West Indies.  After failing to round Cape Horn, the ship 
eventually reached Tahiti by an Easterly route.  However, the ship never made it to 
the West Indies.  Why?     MUTINY.  (It was the famous 'Mutiny on the Bounty'.  The ship 
with remaining crew members eventually landed at Pitcairn Island and was broken up). 
 
6)  The ships 'Carpathia' and 'Dei Gratia' are associated, in separate incidents, with 
two more famous ships.  Name the two ships (half pt each).     TITANIC, (survivors 
were rescued by Carpathia) and MARY CELESTE, (the abandoned ship was discovered 
adrift by Dei Gratia). 
 
7)  Which sailing ship, built in Dumbarton in 1869, (the same year as the Suez Canal 
opened), only spent a few years undertaking its original purpose before transporting 
wool from Australia?      CUTTY SARK, (the tea clipper). 
 
8)  What was the first naval battle of World War II?  It took place in the Southern 
hemisphere.      BATTLE OF THE RIVER PLATE, (Argentina/Uruguay.  The critically 
damaged 'Graf Spee' was scuttled rather than let it fall into British hands). 
 
9)  Which British ocean liner, carrying ammunition, was sunk on 7th May 1915 off the 
Southern coast of Ireland by a German submarine?    RMS LUSITANIA 
 
10) In 1488, the first European sailed round the Cape of Good Hope.  In 1497, his 

fellow countryman completed the first voyage by that route to India.  Name the two 

explorers (half pt each).   BARTHOLOMEW DIAZ and VASCO DA GAMA 

 
 


