
Transport and Communication in the Americas (Alan Morrison) 

 

1)  The Pan-American highway runs down the Western fringe of the Americas from 
Alaska to Chile.  However, there is a break, with the road ending abruptly in one 
country and then recommencing part way through the next.  Name the two countries, 
(half point each). 
 
2)  The Pony Express ran for only 18 months, April until October the following year, 
when the transcontinental telegraph was completed.  Name either year it was in 
operation. 
 
3)  What percentage of the USA's agricultural exports are sent down the Mississippi 
to be shipped from the port at New Orleans, (or smaller ports 
nearby)?   a)  73%,   b)  81%,   c)  92%  ? 
 
4)  Panama City lies at one end of the Panama canal.  Which city lies at the other 
end and on what body of water (Caribbean or Pacific)?  (half point each). 
 
5)  A train station in Harrison, near Newark, New Jersey, was in use between 1910 
and 1937.  It had no passenger entrances or exits, as its sole purpose was to allow 
passengers to change from steam trains to electric - which then went through the 
newly built tunnels under       the Hudson to Penn Station in New York.  The station 
shares its name with a vocal group from the 1970s/1980s.  Name the station (and 
therefore the group!) 
 
6)  True or False?  Most airports have a 3-letter identification code, but none in the 
USA are allowed to begin with K, N or W. 
 
7)  Which is the only city in the Caribbean with a suburban rail system? 
 
8)  The Ontario Northland Railway was opened in 1932 to Moosonee, which still has 
no outside road access.  It provides a route to which body of water? 
 
9)  The Inca empire, centred on Cuzco in Peru, is noted for not having which basic 
item associated with transportation? 
 
10) The 'Des Plaines' and 'Illinois' rivers provide a navigable link, with minimal canal 
and lock construction, between which areas of navigation? 

 


